


It all started back in 2014 with a bunch of friends (some of whom had mustaches) and a big idea.
They dreamed of having a space where entrepreneurs could work with no overhead costs for real
estate. Their goal was to support startups and entrepreneurs in partnership with the community. In
2017, The 701 Coworking space was created and several initiatives were started, one of which is 1
Million Cups- Grand Forks. As time would have it, things changed and evolved, including the name. 

Evolve Grand Forks as we know it today oversees five initiatives: 1 Million Cups - Grand Forks, Main
Street Grand Forks, The 701 Coworking space, Evolve Entrepreneur Programs, DroneBiz, and
Dakno. Evolve GF is an integral player in the entrepreneurial ecosystem of the Greater Grand Forks
community. We have surpassed our aspirational goal of 40 members in The 701 Coworking and
more than 40 startups have stood on-stage to tell their story through 1 Million Cups. 

As we look to the future, or some might say our evolution, we consider the current trends, needs of
startups, economic climate, and technology. They say it takes a village and we couldn't agree more.
Our success hinges upon the generous benefactors, sponsors, and partners who believe in our
mission of supporting a culture of entrepreneurship in Greater Grand Forks.

E v o l v e  G r a n d  F o r k s
Our History

The Early Days



G r a n d  F o r k s  E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  E c o s y s t e m

You Are Here
Evolve Grand Forks is the
starting place for many
entrepreneurs who are
just getting into business.
We offer inexpensive
office space, access to
mentors and resources,
and programs. 
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Maggie Smith, Executive Director
Lexi Kotrba, The 701 Community Manager

Evolve GF is an integral on-ramp and partner in the Greater Grand Forks Entrepreneurial
Ecosystem working to bring avenues of learning and exposure to entrepreneurs

L e a d e r s h i p

Board of Directors

Staff

Mission
Supporting a culture of entrepreneurship in the Greater Grand Forks community

Vision Statement



Coworking Membership
56%

Program Revenue
22%

Grants
17%

Corporate Contributions
5%

Main Street Grand Forks had two more
challengers this year than in 2019. 

Our coworker membership grew to 49 active
which is 18 more than last year in 2019. There
are 18 different companies represented in The
701 Coworking space

This year was a bit of a different year. The 701 Coworking space membership grew tremendously
this year. We are excited to use the coworking revenue to help fund entrepreneur programs for next
year. We faced issues with hosting events due to COVID-19 and social distancing. 

1 Million Cups- Grand Forks was able to offer 10 events this year and showcased 17 speakers. Main
Street Grand Forks went off without a hitch and had five participants this year.

Dakno had 359 competitors in 2019 but this year the program was hobbled by COVID-19. Dakno is
in redevelopment phase for the upcoming year. Our goal is to offer "the next big thing" that excites
and engages the community. 

Main Street Grand Forks committee and new executive director are working on developing 2021's
updated version of the program to appeal to high schoolers who are ready to launch a business. 

A  Y e a r  I n  R e v i e w :  2 0 2 0

Big Achievements

$134,192 raised in 2020



A  M i l l i o n  T h a n k s

Grand Forks Regional Economic Development Corp
UND Center for Innovation

Kauffman Foundation
Midco

Dakota Business Lending
Bully Brew

Bank of North Dakota
Red River Corridor Fund

S p o n s o r s
Grants Champions

Bremer Bank Grant
Economic Resiliency Grant

Myra Grant

City of Grand Forks
University of North Dakota

Center for Innovation
UND Student Government



Dedicated Desks
37.7%

Corporate Passes
30.5% Individual Passes

26.9%

Virtual Passes
4.9%

The  701 Coworking space is our most successful program to
date. Our membership has been consistently growing with each
month. We finished off December 2020 by adding 5 new
members to the space. 

Our partnership with the University of North Dakota grants
students and professors access for studying, tutoring, meetings,
trailing spouses, and much more. 

In a survey, members expressed appreciation for the convenient
location and hours, Bully Brew Coffee, Midco Internet,
productive atmosphere, organic networking, and
printer/copying. 

T h e  7 0 1  C o w o r k i n g  S p a c e
Programmatic results

Thank you to Bremer Bank for sponsoring the conference
room which now has video conferencing hardware, a new
table, aesthetic wall, lighting updates, and much more. 



B r e m e r  C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m



Airtonomy
Adleg

Fenworks
Muskox

Dirt River Designs
Laundromat

Praxis Strategy Group
Hatch Realty

N Squared Media
Black

Yazyk
EV LiFe US

Kos, LLC
Sorella Wellness

Twin Tandem Studios
We For By

Greater Grand Forks Young Professionals
Burian & Associates, LLC

Software platform compatible with commercial drone hardware.
Youtube advertising
E-sports, social media, and marketing
A bi-directional snow blower attachment
Website design and development
Real estate investor
Economic development & business consultants
Real estate
Video editing & production
Aviation
Translation services
Alternative energy charging solutions
Commerce
Life coach
Video production company
Podcasts, coaching, and editing
Professional membership organization
Civil engineering consulting 

S t a r t u p s  a t  T h e  7 0 1
Companies What they do



Male
58.8%

Female
41.2%

Caucasion
88.2%

Non-Caucasion
11.8%

Millenial
52.9%

Non-Millenial
47.1%

Collin Hanson, City of Grand Forks
Brandon Baumbach, GF Regional Economic Development Corp

Steven Moser, SCORE
Sandi Luck, Bully Brew

Amber Flynn, Hatch Realty
Kathryn Kester, Greater Grand Forks Young Professionals

Seventeen fantastic business startups represented ranging from
the food industry, to horticulture, to drones, and more! We
pivoted to accommodate COVID-19, our monthly events have
been live streamed and socially distanced so we could reach a
larger audience. The benefit of this program is the exposure of
startups to people considering building business to learn what it
like for others. 

Venue Fees
65%

Equipment Rentals
28%

Advertising
7%

1  M i l l i o n  C u p s  G r a n d  F o r k s

Programmatic results Volunteers

Sponsors



Programmatic results
Five students went through the program and were
granted $5,000 to start up their business. With
direction and help from UND's Center for
Innovation, 60% started their own business. All the
participants presented in front of the City Council
as a judging panel.  

This is another initiative that the committee is
reworking the curriculum and program to make it
more applicable to youth entrepreneurs with
transferrable skills for the working world. 

M a i n  S t r e e t  G r a n d  F o r k s

Volunteers
Amy Whitney, UND's Center for Innovation
Tyler Sletten, UND's Center for Innovation

Greta Silewski, City of Grand Forks
Becca Cruger, GF Economic Development Council

Eric Ripley, Grand Forks Public Schoolsl

Tyler Larson & The Penny House
Tyler was one of the Main Street participants in 2020. He
was able to go through the mentorship program and have
$5,000 to help launch his nonprofit business: The Penny
House. Tyler created The Penny House, a nonprofit youth

center, to inspire leadership and confidence in middle
school and high school students by giving them a place to

flourish.
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Dakno 2020 wasn't possible due to COVID-19 and social distancing requirements.
Evolve GF is in the process of creating a new version of this program to offer the
next best thing in the tech world. Resultantly, Dakno will be on hold for 2021. 

To recap Dakno in 2019, $37,947 were generated in revenue.. We had ten
placement awards to contestants with $2,450 in prizes. Attendance by spectators,
vendors, and production staff totaled 272 people. Overall attendance including
the e-sports competitors was 359 people. This is about a 150 person increase over
the previous event held January 12, 2019, and marks one of the largest eSports
events to take place in the Red River Valley. So many generous sponsors helped
raise $35,488 in funds to make Dakno November 2019 possible. 

D a k n o
Programmatic results

2019 Sponsors
CJW Films
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G e t  I n v o l v e d  w i t h  E v o l v e

VOLUNTEER FOR A COMMITTEE
Main Street Grand Forks, 1 Million Cups-
Grand Forks, and board committees are

seeking additional help 

A Community Investment You Can See

SPONSOR AN ENTREPRENEUR

DONATE

Give the gift of a place to work and grow a
startup business to a local entrepreneur

To support Evolve GF programs and resources
that support entrepreneurs in Grand Forks

ATTEND AN EVENT
Short on cash but still care? Attend our programs and

initiatives, better yet, bring a friend or two. 

MENTOR AN ENTREPRENEUR
Been there before and want to help someone be

successful? Become a  business mentor with Evolve GF. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeA8vgqj-_8nVZG6lUaMsrRyjnh5L3I-_zlvFje4oHkQHUd5Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://evolvegf.z2systems.com/np/clients/evolvegf/donation.jsp?campaign=3&&test=true
https://evolvegf.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
https://evolvegf.z2systems.com/eventList.jsp

